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The  O.T.R.  STRIKE  SEniEMEHT 


load  T;afnTn  '  ^'^«-^'««i<^«"t  "^  *«>«  Brotherhood  of  R.il. 

on  sl  r<^  '  ''""  ^'''"'  "  «""*  '^^P'^°''  **  *!>«  Liberal  nieeting 

oVl„r  t"^  T'"^^'  "°*^  notwithstanding  ^he  fact  that  it  was  ll.lf 
0  clock  when  he  began  to  speak  the  audience  patiently  waited  t. 
hear  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  drand  Trunk  strike  and  ther 
were  well  rewarded.  Mr.  Murdock  proved  himself  tc  be  a  p'atforj^ 

?anL    ^f"'   '^'  P*''7'   ^''■""'^'^   broadcast   over  the^  Dombion   of 
absurdity   and    absolutely   untrue      (AMausef   Here%,  ^tf  J*   "J 


^ 


\ 


I 


•tnke,  and  in  every  case  where  they  have  done,  so  they  have  been 
ready  and  willing  to  know  the  proper  time  to  settle  the  strike  them- 
•elves,  and  they  were  in  this  case.  I  am  going  very  briefly  to  tell 
you  in  the  short  time  at  my  disposal  just  the  position  they  found 
themselves  in  and  what  the  aovernment  did  for  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Trainmen  and  the  Order  of  Railroad  Conductors  and  G  T  R 
men. 

As  soon  as  ever  the  strike  went  on  on  the  G.T.R.  on  July  18th, 
1910,  we  became  convinced  by  securing  the  most  absolute  and  the 
most  positive  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  G.T.R.  officials  were  prepared 
to  let  that  strike  go  to  the  bitter  end,  no  matter  what  that  end  might 
be,  so  long  as  it  was  not  a  settlement  which  the  organizations  sought. 
-^  \yithin  th.irty-«ix  hours  after  the  strike  went  on  we  had  that  informa- 

j  tion  definitely  before  us,  because  these  organizations  with  their  mem- 

bers  and  their  money  have  secret  service,  means  of  getting  information 
F  and  we  had  positive  assurance  in  actual  statements  and  we  knew  of 

every  act  of  G.T.R.  officials,  we  knew  they  were  prepared  to  let  the 
strike  go  to  the  bitter  end  so  long  as  that  end  was  not  a  settlement 
with  the  organizations,  or  with  the  men  on  the  spot  representing  the 
organization.  You  say  to  me,  "Oh,  they  wanted  all  those  old  em- 
ployees back  who  had  worked  so  loyally  and  faithfully  in  years  gone 
by.'  I  say,  "Yea,  they  did,  but  they  expected  to  get  those  men  back 
tt  their  own  price."  That  price  was  the  relinquishment  of  any  con- 
nection witn  their  organizations,  any  connection  in  a  concerted  move- 
ment for  standardization  of  wages  and  conditions  of  employment  at 
first  broached  to  the  company,  and  they  believed  in  waiting  all  the 
time,  and  did  not  care  how  long  a  time  they  had  to  wait,  until  the 
time  would  come  when  the  organizations  would  be  totally  anniniliated 
so  far  as  organization  was  concerned.  We  knew  that  before  the 
strike  had  been  on  forty-eight  hours.  Then,  if  you  will  permit  me 
to  use  the  expression,  from  that  time  forth  we  began,  figuratively 
speaking,  to  aweat  blood  to  get  a  settlement,  to  get  any  kind  of  honor- 
able settlement  that  would  coneerre  the  individual  and  organization 
right  of  theae  men.  We  be^an,  I  say  to  you,  to  sweat  blood.  You 
talk  about  fche  settlement  being  disgraceful,  of  being  unrair,  of  being 
inconsiderately  applied.  I  want  to  sav  to  you  that  but  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Minister  of  Militia,  8ir  Frederick  Borden,  and  the 
Minister  of  Labor,  Mr.  King,  we  would  have  got  something  that  would 
have  been  a  thousand  per  cent,  worse.  (Loud  applause.)  Oti  the 
morning  of  the  27th  day  of  July.  1910,  we  realized  that  there  was  no 
possible  way  of  reopening  negotiations  or  ot  getting  into  communica- 
tion in  any  way,  shape  or  form  with  the  G.T.R.  officials.  Wo  had 
called  on  the  ground  the  two  executive  officials,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Garretson.  They  had  come  there  and  met  Mr.  Hays  and  Mr.  Fitzhugh 
and  they  had  found  those  gentlemen  sitting  back  there  just  as  con- 
tented as  if  everything  was  going  on  nice  and  smoothly,  sitting  right 
there  quite  contentedly  waiting  for  the  end,  and  as  I  said  a  moment 
ago  they  were  not  particular  what  that  end  might  be  so  long  as  it 
was  not  a  settlement  of  these  negotiations  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
men.  When  I  discovered  that  I  wired  and  wrote  to  the  Minister  of 
Labor  asking  kim  to  come  an  the  nound  and  assist  if  possible.  What 
was  the  result  t  The  Minister  of  Militia,  Sir  Frederick  Borden,  came 
»o  Montreal,  mai  Mr.  Hays,  I  presume  used  some  persuasive  methods 
in  discuMion  to  get  Mr.  Hays  to  come  across  and  make  a  settlement 
ef  this  aitaaiwB,  •  situation  that  was  daploratole  both  from  the  stand- 
aeint  of  tke  men,  the  Govenanent,  and  the  public  generally  all  over 
Oaaada.    la  «ka  •Tening,  at  11.30  a.ai.,  to  be  exact,  en  the  morning 


to  a  better' 'st'V  ?°''''';l*  "**  ^""«  °^'"  ^"^^^^  "avs  and  Mr  '" t  ,n  l^L 
kind  of  Lffi  >'  '"^AP*  *•'"'"  persuaded,  in  fact,  to  make  ume 
kind  of  settlement  with  the  men.  Some  kind  of  settlement  I  ^.l 
because  that  is  what  we  wanted.    On  Thursday,  the  28th  dav  of  lu  v' 

g^|nt!^e^aSt^:  J^^itj^^^tt^rS^^U^ 

Btands^woid  frio^r^*-"'^.  ^"'^  "/  *''"  agreement  absXtelvTs  i[ 
Biands  word  for  word  m  the  second  and  third  paraeraphs    the' second 

from^M^*'  w""°/A°  *'i*.  «*^°^«'^  "*"  that  wer?  |oing  into  effect 

from  May  1st,  and  the  third  paragraph  referring  to  the  r  PR  Vltll 

going  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1912    ^  •^-  '^*^' 

The  first  paragraph  the  employees  drew  up  was  one  which  Mr 

Say  '-That'r'.r^!f  ^V  ""T"^'  »'«•"''«  "  ^"  wordTd  n  thi. 
TtrfjnM  consideration   of  the  organizations   calling   off   the 

8  r.ke  the  company  will  agree  to  reinstate  111  men  to  their  fofmernosi 

m^S'wh„^P^l'^."1  "*  °""  "'°**^«  '''»'»  *"i"  "d  yard  se"wce  al 
m^n  who  took  the  place,  vacated  by  the  striking  employees ''Wha^ 
Mini.?*  "^It  wh  ^^  d,,^  'j^^^  three  paragraph' with  thi 
Minister  of  Labor  sitting  there,  and  went  into  a  conflrence  Jhich  the 
we^win";  "■  ^*^.f  """^  i^"  ^•°'«*"  °'  Militia  had  got  for  urr  wJen 

-Genflelpn  °T*''-n'°°'^"""   ^^^'^   '^'^   «°*   ^<"  "«'   Mr.    Hays   said 
Gentlemen    I  will  accept  your  second  and  third  paragraphs,  but  I 
do  not  ,iust  like  the  language  of  that  first  paragraph,  and  if  you  will 
accept  another  paragraph  for  that  paragrapn  1  will  accept  your  Dlra 
graphs  two  and  thre«,  v.-hich  refer  to  present  wag«  and  the  future 
standard  rate."    Then  he  presemted  this" "The  companrwil   put  back 
as  soon  as  possible  the  men,  other  than  those  who  have  ^een  or  mar 
be  found  guilty  of  acts  of  violence  and  disorderly  conduct,  the  under^ 
standing  being  that  there  is  no  coercion  or  intimidation  used  towards 
the  ncvy  men  "    Just  as  soon  as  we  saw  that  paragraph  we  knew  S 
It  was  loaded     We  had  seen  that  sort  of  paragraph  b^f^re     We  knew 
was  loaded,  we  knew  it  was  not  safe  to  handle,  but  a  the  sam^ 
time  don't  you  believe  for  a  moment  that  we  were  not  iust  as  anxro^! 
to  accept  that  settlement  then  as  five  days  previouriy.^  We  were  iust 
as  anxious  to  settle  then  and  Mr.  Hays  knew  it.     That  was  Saturday 
nigLt.     I.in3lly  at  11.30  the  officials  of  the  U.T  R    walked  out  o/^h« 
oflice  and  left  the  two  Ministers  of  the  Crow^  ani  the  offiJlls  o5  tJe 
organi/.a  ions   slotting  there,  never  as  much   as  saying  go^  nieht  to 
hem.    'J  hey  walked  off,  and  the.<^  never  did  go  to  the  con^feSnce^later 
ha    shows  how  much  the  G.T.R.  officials  wanted  to  sett"  that  strike' 
l.at  goes  to  prove  how  much  I  am  right  in  saying  that  they  n^e; 
.1..    under  any  circumstances  want  to  make  a  settlement     On  Sunday 
-       e  strategy  was  used  and  the  three  paragraphs  were  draW^up  in 
■H  per  form,  the  paragraph  Mr.   Hays  proposed  the  dav  beforehand 
1  .  i^ted   on   so   long  and   strongly,  and   the   two  paragraphs  wl  had 
dia«.,  up  and  he  accepted.     They  were  taken  to  Mr    Hay.    and  h. 

\W  stnT.h"'^  *wl  ""I^  ^'°"^"  *°  ^  by  the  MinisTer^of  Labor 
W  e  Mgned  them.     When  they  were  all  signed  up  in  proper  shane  w. 

IZ"L:T"  "^"'l  ^^-  '"'^'  '^''  ''''  "t"^*  WK^uld  b^  ed  oTand 
tiiat  the  agreement  was  quite  satisfactory  to  us  for  the  calling  off  of 


I 


I 


thoie  fSur  words     We  w^?ni?7«n*  ^•^'V^if''  "'  "^^^  ^'^  «"«"»  ^y 

All  d«rSund»v    T„l^^'»i.»  ^°''^"  '°**°*  i"**  ^''at  they  said, 

workil  for^s  VI  '       wV'^^^       ''",'  ^«*  ■"«  ^ell  you,  faithfully 

and  we  told  Wm  tT/t  ,Vk    *^"^^J  ^"^  **'"*=""  *^«  «'*«"  ^^t^  them, 

for  M     £^  Tl^°°*^/'  *?'n  """•*•"'  *•»**  *»»»*  would  be^enough 
«n^^:  *i        ^°?u*7°U  '*"«**  **"**  I  »™  going  to  tell  you  now   lad^a 

S^en^TcS"to*5elth't7^v'  "°*  T*  thIt.aL.ance  ^e  Shave 
thl*  J.  -itl  *    ,.  1°  *'^*  *  '^^^^'^^  without  the  assurance    and 

that  18  what  we  would  have  done  if  we  did  not  get  it     However   on 

il.r'"°*^  °'  ^!!«""*  2°'^'  "  *»««  '""It  of  fufther  conye7enees  or 
me^ages  passing  between  G.T.E.  officials  and  Mr.  mng  and  Ms  A^o 
ciates  we  received  this  telegram  from  Mr.  King.  wWch  we  h^d  told 
him  would  be  sufficient  for  us,  just  so  long  as  i!i.  Hays  would  «sulJ 

S»?7et'to"hfm  !h?«  ^  "^*  '""'^f  •  ""  ^""'^  '''*  .cf  hiA  we"ou Id 
nM  get  to  him  there  was  no  possible  way  we  could  have  been  assured 

K^ng  Thit  thf  St  w*  J"»*  "  "''^  -«  Mr.  Hays  would  assu"  Mr 
King  that  the  words  "as  soon  as  possible"  meant  with  him  a  certain 
sUted  period  that  would  be  good  enough  for  us.    I  want  to  say  to  vou 

tJlplr  "^^Z  V""  't  """^^'^  ^^  our  lives  as  when  we  received  tMs 
te  egram,  which  you  have  all  heard,  "Mr.  Hava  had  jriv/iT  Sir  pIp^ 

«;i'„5h?'';''"  ??^  T"'l*°  ""dersta'nd  that  thrmen  wTir^thin  Th  ee 

t^me  be  X.?f  \T-  ^5  *"'"  *"'^''  '''  *•»«  «"^'<=«  "^  wTfchin  tha? 
«^f„M     1?  >n  their  former  positions."    We  understand  bv  "the 

n>en"  all  men  referred  to  in  the  agreement  signed  by  both  partis 

con  tUuTncv  or  f„  M,"^r  *'/  ^aybc  not  the  men  in  Mr.  Lennox^ 
consruuency,  or  in  Mr.  Blain's,  or  m  Mr.  Northrun's    but  the  mih 

3;"  oVfoo? Vef  tZ\'^'"^  P'-"^  ^"  theirThHrge  the'futut 

»),»/l*  ^^".°^  P^^^fd  beyond  measure  to  please  some  firebrands 
that  would  criticize  and  find  fault.    We  were  looking  after  the  women 

on  str-ke  We  t^^M"'  V^'  ""!"  "^  *^"'  '•"'^•"  '"«'  ^*d  '>^«= 
on  sir  ke.    We  kiiew  the  uettlement  was  very  far  from  what  it  should 

have  been.    We  knew  all  the  objectionable  features  both  at  thatTme 

?  hnnJtlr-r"''  r"  *•*"?  ^-  ^'•'°  «'  "y  other  honor.ble  gentlemw 
I  hope  will  ever  know.    ^Laughter.)     We  hive  heard  from  th^  Gentle 

$i"  ^^'L"^"  **■'"  conntry-(A  voice:  Who  a^cated  thratriken 
Mr.  Murdock:  4,000  men  on  «h.  G.T.R.  (ApplauaeO     AU  ti  !«  £ 


w.o  Grand  Trunk  voted  for  a  .trike  on  two  occasions  except  forty-one. 
I  think  I  have  gone  f.T  enough.     (Go  ahead.) 

»i  ^'""':  '*',*"°.  1  ^'"  say  this  to  you.  I  felt  assured,  as  an  officer  of 
t  !<■  Jirotherhood,  as  a  Canadian  citizen,  as  a  man  who  had  watched 
closely  the  relations  between  the  O.T.R.  and  the  Dominion  Govern- 
moiit— I  felt  personally  absolutely  assured  and  was  prepared  to  assure 
tii(.  im.mhprs  of  our  organization  that  I  came  in  contact  with  that  the 
setiliMiR.nt  as  made,  and  that  the  interest  shown  by  the  Government 
am  the  close  relations  of  the  Government  with  the  companv  were 
such  that  the  company  would  not  dare  to  undertake  to  violate  the 
agreement.  But  see  whether  they  <li(l  or  not.  You  know  that  when 
the  i.nd  day  of  November  arrived  last  year  we  found  268  men  who 
had  not  been  returned  to  their  former  positions  and  places.  We 
took  the  matter  up  with  the  Minister  of  -.aDor  and  we  found  that 
pcntlcman  .lahnny  on  the  spot.  (Applause.)  We  find  him  at  once 
writing  to  Mr.  Hays,  to  Mr.  xierry  and  to  myself,  and  the  situation 
was  so  urgent  that  he  sup^'ested  there  were  great  airferenees  of 
opinion  between  us,  that  the  employees  contended  that  a  great  number 
ot  men  were  still  out  of  service,  and  the  companv  contended  that  all 
ot  the  men  had  been  returned  to  service  as  per  agreement.  Mr  Kin" 
wrote  to  us,  and  Mr.  Berry,  and  I  answered  promptly  by  a  telegram 
that  we  had  accepted  his  sufigestion  that  some  outside  disinterested 
party  should  investigate.  Judge  Barron  was  suggested.  What  did 
Mr.  Hays  sayt  Tt  has  been  said  by  other  honorable  gentlemen  and  a 
great  many  people  all  over  this  country  that  the  Government  did 
not  do  enough.  Let  us  see  whether  they  failed  in  any  point  after 
they  found  the  G.T.R.  failed  to  carry  out  their  agreement.  Mr  Havs 
at  once  wrote  back  to  the  Minister  of  Labor  and  said  it  was  entirely 
contrary  to  railroad  practice  to  permit  such  a  thing  as  an  outside  or 
diMnterestod  party  to  investigate  the  eligibility  of  any  man  to  be  in 
their  employ,  and  the  result  was  he  declined  absolutely  to  consider 
the  matter  in  any  shape  or  form.  The  matter  went  on,  the  men  clam- 
oring to  be  reinstated,  as  was  their  right,  and  finally,  after  confer- 
ences with  the  Premier,  with  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  the  Minis- 
ter of  Labor  Mr.  Hays  asked  Judge  Barron  to  do  what  he  had  said 
two  months  before,  or  less  than  two  months  before,  he  would  not  do 
under  any  circumstances.  Who  brought  that  pressure  on  him,  who 
made  him  change  his  mindf  No  one  but  the  Dominion  Government 
through  the  Minister  of  Labor.     (Applause.) 

I  would  like  to  go  into  this  matter  and  explain  it  fully  to  vou 
as  It  should  be  explained,  but  I  wish  to  say  to  you,  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, that  I  can  prove  to  you  by  documentary  evidence  all  the  state- 
ments that  I  have  made  to-night,  and  many  others  I  could  make  if  I 
had  time.  I  have  got  positive  evidence  to  produce  that  I  am  sure 
TTould  convMice  even  Mr.  Blain  or  Mr.  Northrnp.  The  trouble  is,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  they  have  not  looked  for  in- 
formation m  the  proper  place,  they  have  not  wanted  to  secure  the 
evidence  that  would  convince  them.    (Hear,  hear.)  ' 

Now  then,  who  is  to  blame  for  the  deplorable,  unfair  and  incon- 
siderate conditions  that  prevail  on  the  G.T.K.  system  to-day f  Some- 
body is  to  blame,  because  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  the  situation  is 
deplorable.  The  people  of  Ontario  should  rise  up  in  their  might  some 
way  and  show  their  resentment  against  the  inconsiderate  dealings 
that  have  been  handed  out  to  Ontario  men.  It  is  onlv  in  the  Province 
•f  Ontario,  in  Stratford,  Sarnia,  Windsor,  ^lagara  Falls,  and  certain 
other  points  that  conditions  are  bad.  Down  on  the  eastern  division 
ta  Montreal  where  we  have  450  men  on  the  first  month's  payroll  wa 
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^toHiv^  ''"A*"  ^*'^'  '^"ytlu-g  working  amootk  •>d  .«.. 
Jt^f?r^^  Z^l  *?  "^  !!«»t«™  division  in  the  United  Statet  thing, 
flf,il  ^','*'!'"**'i-  ^^  <>"  *•>«  0"»''*  divi«ion  things  are  alio 
fwrly  satisfactory.  But  up  here  in  Ontario  we  find  «,  great  number 
?:  f!?  *"  <*«'ged  with  being  disorderly  and  with  -c  everythina 
thai  they  are  not  guilty  of,  and  for  that  reason  they        '    been  kept 

Ttr  -C??-  ^\°  "  .*''  *'^*^**  '^^^  gentlemen  in  control  of  the 
Or.i.K.,  who  have  when  they  have  absolutely  no  regard  for  a  contract 

hLt*-<^!!K*"  *l^^""'^.'*u^J'"^'^*-  (Applause.)  And  they  have 
been  aasisted  to  make  good  that  position  and  to  carry  throueh  their 
Jesire  in  that  connection  by  certain  gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  parlia- 
ment, who  should  have  known  better  and  should  have  more  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  laboring  men.  (Applause.)  I  refer  to  such  gentle- 
men as  Mr.  Lennox,  Mr.  Northrup  and  Mr.  Blain,  who  have  discussed 
this  situation  from  every  standpoint  but  the  proper  one  (Applause), 
M.^i?  "  ^  *^"  "f  '"'■  "^^  °^^"  motives  than  political  ones  have 
blajned  everyone  but  those  who  are  to  blame,  that  is,  the  G.T.R  offi- 
cials, who  have  no  regard  for  their  contract  or  their  agreemnt. 

•  y**J  il*'"  situation  every  time  Mr.  Hays  ia  asked  «'Have  you 
reinstated  the  men  withm  ninety  dayaf"  "Yes,  sir,  we  have  done 
tnat.  I«dn't  you  agree  to  pay  the  increaae  from  May  1st,  1910t" 

^.Ti"/."'r^v°  *  f"  Msure  you  we  have  done  so,  every  man  has  been 
§  J  ^u  u  ®  .f"*"  ■"  entirely  to  the  contrary,  but  yet  vou  didn't 
find  thehe  gentlemen  who  are  criticizing  on  the  floor  of  Par'liament  or 
in  other  localities  placing  the  blame  where  it  properly  belongs,  on 
the  ehoulders-shall  I  eayt— of  a  num,ber  of  aliens,  who  have  come 
over  here  and  benefitted  by  the  magnanimous  consideration  of  the 
Canadian  people,  and  are  now  undertaking  to  grind  down  and  hound 
good  Canadian  citizena  in  this  province  of  Ontario.  Those  are  the 
men  to  blame,  the  men  who  arp  in  charge  of  the  G.T.R.     (Applause.) 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  to  you— because  Mr.  Campbell  wants 
to  soon  be  break  ng  the  Sabbath  if  we  don't  stop— I  am  very  sorry, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  I  have  not  more  time  to  more  thin  skim 
over  this  matter,  but  I  want  to  say  to  you  for  the  Brotherhood  of 
irmnmen,  I  want  to  give  it  to  you  as  my  candid  and  honest  opinion 
as  I  Stand  on  this  platform,  and  you  cannot  say  it  is  biased  by  poli- 
r*^^l  "f°*"»ents,  because  I   have  told  you   and   it   is  absolutely   the 
trutih,  that  I  have  never  voted  for  the  present  Governmenl^I  want 
to  aay  to  you  to-nighi  "^hat  if  it  had  not  been  in  my  opinion  for  the 
magnanimous  consideration  and  assistance  given  to  us  by  the  Minister 
of  Labor  and  by  the  Dominion  Government,  the  organization  of  which 
I  am  a  member,  would  have  been  totally  annihilated  on  the  G.T.K. 
(Aipplause.)     Would  that  have  hem  any  worse  than  the  situation  that 
we  hear  so  much  about  norw      Would  it  have  been  any  worse  for  these 
men  to  have  to  go  back  humbly  and  apologetically  and  ask  for  their 
positions,  ra«  by  one,  and  to  have  been  weeded  out  as  the  compan^• 
••w  fltT     Would  It  have  been  any  worae  for  the  organizations   to 
have  been  wiped  out  of  existence,  for  no  signed  agreements  to  have 
toeen  made  for  present  rates  of  pay  and  future  standardization  T     I 
say  to  you,  yes,  a  thousand  times  more  deplorable,  because  we  have 
had  the  situat'on  before  us  and  know  what  it  means,  and  I  say  to 
you  in  my  opinion,— and  my  opinion  is  the  opinion  of  other  members 
of  the  organization  who  have  analyzed  this  thing  and  have  heard  the 
•tory  and  have  seen  the  truth  and  the  faeto— my  opinion  is  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Ooverniment  thro.iirh 
Its  Minister  of  Labor  and  its  Minister  of  lOUtia,  the  organizacions 
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would  not  have  p;ot  any  agreement,  but  tbey  would  have  been  whipped 
•nd  whipped  to  a  finish.     (Applause.) 

Br.  Blain. — Allow  me  to  asic  you  a  question.  I  just  want  to  ask 
you  one  question  and  I  am  sure  you  will  answer  it  honestly.  Has 
any  one  man  that  was  out  on  strike  been  reinstated  to  his  former 
position  in  respect  to  everything,  including  his  penhiont 

-Mr.  Murdoi'k. — So  far  as  I  know  to-day  there  are  no  pensions  in 
effect  on  the  Gnnd  Trunk  Railway  to-day.  The  fact  is  the  men  that 
went  out  on  strike  did  not  resume  their  pension  right,- so  far  as  I 
know,  and  if  you  will  bear  with  me  I  will  read  a  letter  dealing  with 
that.  Here  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Haughton  Lennox,  who,  I  understar.  1, 
criticized  this  same  situation  in  this  city  on  the  21st  dav  of  August. 
It  is  under  date  of  February  20th  in  answer  to  a  letter  that  Mr.  Len- 
nox wrote  to  me  touching  on  this  question,  and  this  will  be  my  answer 
to  Mr.  Blain:  "Your  letter  of  February  7th,  with  which  was  enclosed 
thrpp  questions  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  G.T.R.  strike,  has 
only  Just  reached  me.    Hence  the  delay  in  my  rejily. 

I  will  answer  your  questions  in  order  os  given: 

(a)  Was  the  settlement  intended  and  understood  to  put  an  end 
to  all  then  existing  disputes  and  diffieultiest 

Yes,  positively  hoped  for  and  understood. 

(h)  Was  it  understood  that  the  men  would  be  put  back  in  their 
positions  they  held  previously  to  the  strike? 

Vps.  Without  reservation  it  was  expcTted  that  the  undertaking 
Mr.  Hays  pave  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  on  August  the  2nd  as 
to  its  intended  apiilication  of  paragraph  one  of  the  agreement  made  on 
July  .Sist  contemplated  that  all  men  who  had  gone  on  strike,  who 
had  not  been  guilty  of  overt  acts,  would  be  returned  to  their  former 
positions  without  loss  of  seniority  standing  and  so  forth. 

((•)  W.is  it  understood  that  the  men  would  be  reinstated,  or 
were  they  only  to  be  taken  back  as  new  mei  . 

C  is  ansHcred  by  the  reply  given  to  B. 

I  will  be  glad  to  know  that  yourself  and  other  eminent  and  re- 
spected members  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  are  taking  such  a  com- 
mendable interest  in  the  welfare  of  thp  G.T.R.  employes  who  have 
not  been  returned  to  service,  or  who  have  be(  n  returned  to  service,  or 
who,  having  been  returned  to  service,  have  not  been  conceded  their 
former  positions  and  runs. 

The  questions  concerning  pension  right*  to  employees  who  had 
been  on  strike,  and  who  were  by  the  settlement  to  be  returned  to  ser- 
vice was  not  even  considered  as  a  factor  in  determining  the  b.isis  of 
settlement.  Representative*  of  labor  and  laboring  men  generally 
recognize  the  fact  that  pension  schemes,  provident  fund  arrangptnents 
and  relief  essociations  inaugurated,  fostered  and  maintained  hy  the 
railroad  companies  and  large  employers  of  lat>or  without  the  employeps* 
co-operative  sanction  for  the  formation  of  those  concerns  are  usurrlly 
found  to  be  nothing  more  or  leas  than  a  pre-arranged  and  contpii- 
plated  outlet  or  investment  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  test  the 
loyalty  of  the  men  to  themselves,  as  individuals,  and  to  each  other 
in  the  event  of  jnst  such  a  trying  time  as  preceded  the  strike  of  .Tiilv 
18th  last.  Organizations  of  labor  have  not  considered  it  as  far  as  it<t 
legitimacy  is  cooceroed  or  offered  to  make  representations  to  railroad 
companies  or  railroad  officials  as  to  the  basis  on  which  pension  allow- 
ancea  should  be  inaugurated  and  maintaiiMd,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
O.T.R.  strike  settlement  the  quaation  waa  not  given  aerious  consi<ler.t- 
tion  hj  the  empioyeaa. "     (Applause.) 
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